
  

Moratoriums on Commercial Foreclosure & Eviction and Late Fees 

  

As the coronavirus (Covid 19) spreads throughout the United States, several states and 
localities have enacted restrictions on foreclosures and evictions. Many of these orders 
that have been issued to date exclusively cover residential evictions and foreclosures. 
However, as the situation evolves, more states are expanding those restrictions to cover 
commercial evictions as well. Some of the commercial eviction or foreclosure 
moratoriums may prevent operators from conducting self storage liens sales, performing 
overlocks, or imposing late fees. 

  

Although self storage lien sales are not evictions in the usual sense of that word, the 
SSA urges all operators to exercise great caution if they operate in an area covered by 
a moratorium on commercial or non-residential evictions or foreclosures. 

  

First, self storage lien sales are a form of non-judicial foreclosure. Therefore, an order 
that imposes a foreclosure moratorium may apply to self storage lien sales. Second, the 
overall intent of many government restrictions at this time is to keep people at home as 
much as possible. It arguably frustrates the intent of the orders if a landlord creates a 
situation that forces a tenant to leave home for a non-essential purpose. Third, the 
orders are often hastily drafted and vague and do not define the term “eviction”, 
“foreclosure”, or other key terms in the orders. The overall intent, coupled with the 
vague wording, indicates that the term “eviction” or “foreclosure” is meant to cover any 
unilateral action by an operator that terminates a rental agreement. This certainly covers 
lien sales, even if the primary purpose of a lien sale is to recover unpaid rents. 

  

The volume of new orders issued daily makes it difficult to provide a comprehensive list 
of jurisdictions, especially local governments, that have enacted eviction or foreclosure 
moratoriums. Additionally, in the interest of space, we did not include local orders that 
affect only residential evictions or lawsuits filed to evict a tenant. 

  

We intend to update this document frequently to include new orders and previous 
orders we missed. Please email Daniel Bryant and Joe Doherty if you believe any 
orders are missing. 

  

Alabama: 

mailto:dbryant@selfstorage.org
mailto:jdoherty@selfstorage.org


  

▪ There are currently no commercial restrictions in place. Check back here for 

additional updates.  

  

Alaska: 

  

▪ There are currently no commercial restrictions in place. Check back here for 

additional updates.  

  

Arizona: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, temporarily halting small business evictions in the 

state until May 31, 2020. Commercial eviction actions including lock outs, notice 

to vacate or any other attempt to inhibit the operations of a business are 

suspended if caused by financial hardship related to COVID-19. A commercial 

tenant that is suffering financial hardship must notify the landlord in writing as 

soon as possible with any available supporting documentation of their inability to 

pay rent and acknowledge that contractual terms of the lease remain in effect. 

The definition of commercial tenant is very broad, covering corporations, 

nonprofits, LLCs, independent contractors, and self employed individuals. 
▪ As a result, while the order only seeks to halt small business evictions, it will 

likely be practically impossible for operators in Arizona to determine who is a 

commercial tenant or who is using the unit exclusively for personal use. 

Operators in Arizona should exercise caution while the order is in effect and 

potentially consider halting overlocking, denial of access, late fees, lien notices, 

and lien sales for all tenants who provide supporting documentation of their 

inability to pay due to temporary financial hardship. 
▪ Governor Ducey issued an order, temporarily delaying residential evictions for 

people impacted by coronavirus for up to 120 days. 

  

Arkansas: 

http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/search/collection/executive/field/creato/searchterm/Ivey,%20Kay,%20E.,%201944-/mode/exact
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-21_prohibiting_small_business_evictions.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-14_0.pdf


  

▪ No commercial eviction moratorium in place. 

  

California: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, issuing a statewide moratorium on residential 

evictions.  
▪ Governor also issued an executive order that authorizes local governments to 

pause evictions for renters. The protection is in effect through May 31, 2020. 

Tenants are still obligated to pay rent, and landlords can still recover rent that is 

due. The order only applies to the imposition of limitations on evictions when the 

basis for the eviction is nonpayment of rent, or a foreclosure, arising out of a 

substantial decrease in household or business income (including, but not limited 

to, a substantial decrease in household income caused by layoffs or a reduction 

in the number of compensable hours of work, or a substantial decrease in 

business income caused by a reduction in opening hours or consumer  demand), 

or substantial out-of-pocket medical expenses; and the decrease in household or 

business income or the out-of-pocket medical expenses was caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, or by any local, state, or federal government response to 

COVID-19, and is documented. 
▪ Evictions and foreclosures are suspended only as set forth by local governments. 

Many localities in California have imposed such restrictions on commercial 

leases. Additionally, many have restricted the ability to impose any late fees. A 

complete list of California orders is forthcoming. 

  

Ontario, CA 

  

▪ The City Council ordered that no landlord shall endeavor to evict a storage unit 

patron (including a lien sale), in accordance with the ordinance, if the storage unit 

patron demonstrates that the inability to pay rent or fees is due to COVID-19, the 

state of emergency regarding COVID-19, or following government recommended 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.27.20-EO-N-37-20.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.16.20-Executive-Order.pdf
https://www.ontarioca.gov/sites/default/files/Ontario-Files/City-Clerk-Records-Management/O3159%20Urgency%20Ordinance%20Adopting%20Temporary%20Regulations%20Prohibiting%20the%20Eviction%20of%20Tenants%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Pandemic.pdf


COVID-19 precautions. To take advantage of these protections, the patron must 

satisfy all of the following requirements: 

  

1. Prior to April 7, the patron paid rent due to the storage unit operator pursuant to 

an agreement. 

  

1. The patron notifies the storage unit operator in writing before the rent is due, or 

within a reasonable period of time afterwards not to exceed 7 days, that the 

patron needs to delay all or some payment of rent because of an inability to pay 

the full amount due to reasons related to COVID-19, including but not limited to 

the following: 

  

◦ The patron was unavailable to work because the patron was sick with a 

suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or caring for a household or family 

member who was sick with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19; 

  

◦ The patron experienced a lay-off, loss of hours, or other income reduction 

resulting from COVID-19, the state of emergency, or related government 

response; or 

  

◦ The patron needed to miss work to care for a child whose school was closed in 

response to COVID-19. 

  

1. The patron retains verifiable documentation, such as termination notices, payroll 

checks, pay stubs, bank statements, medical bills, or signed letters or statements 

from an employer or supervisor explaining the patron’s changed financial 

circumstances, to support the patron’s assertion of an inability to pay. This 

documentation may be provided to the storage unit operator no later than the 

time of payment of back-due rent. 

  



▪ If a storage unit patron complies with the requirements above, a storage unit 

operator shall not do any of the following: 

  

1. Prevent a storage unit patron from accessing their stored items during the normal 

hours of operation of the storage unit facility; or 

  

1. Send to the storage unit patron a Notice of Lien Sale pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code, Division 8, Chapter 10, or any other applicable statute 

regulating storage unit operators. 

  

1. Conduct a Lien Sale pursuant to Business and Professions Code, Division 8, 

Chapter 10, or any other applicable statute regulating storage unit operators. 

  

▪ For purposes of this ordinance, “in writing” includes email or text communications 

to a landlord or the landlord’s representative with whom the tenant has previously 

corresponded by email or text. Any medical or financial information provided to 

the landlord shall be held in confidence, and only used for evaluating the tenant's 

claim. 

  

▪ The patron is not relieved of liability for unpaid storage fees, which the operator 

may seek after expiration of the local emergency and the patron must pay within 

six months of the expiration of the local emergency. Six months after the end of 

the emergency if the rent or storage fees are unpaid, an operator may charge or 

collect a late fee for rent/fees that is delayed for the reasons stated in the 

ordinance; or an operator may seek rent or storage fees that is delayed for the 

reasons stated in the ordinance through the eviction or other appropriate legal 

process. 
▪ The order remains in effect until further notice. 

  

Colorado: 

  



▪ Governor issued an order, directing state agencies to work with residential and 

commercial landlords to work on payment solutions. The SSA is monitoring any 

new developments. 

  

Connecticut: 

  

▪ The State of Connecticut Superior Court issued an order, issuing an immediate 

stay of all issued executions on evictions and ejectments through May 1, 2020. 

Although this order does not affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability 

to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-payment. 

  

Delaware: 

  

▪ The Delaware Justice of the Peace has paused all landlord/tenant, debt, replevin 

and trespass proceedings scheduled for in-court appearance and all evictions 

currently ordered and scheduled from March 17, 2020 through April 16, 2020 

shall be rescheduled for a date not earlier than May 1, 2020. Although this order 

does not affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for 

reasons other than non-payment. 
▪ Governor issued an order, halting residential evictions and foreclosures.  

  

District of Columbia: 

  

▪ The D.C. Superior Court ordered the suspension of evictions of all tenants and 

foreclosed homeowners. Although this order does not affect self storage lien 

sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-

payment. 
▪ The D.C. Superior Court also ordered that “Unless otherwise ordered by the 

court, all deadlines and time limits in statutes, court rules, and standing and other 

orders issued by the court that would otherwise expire before May 15, 2020 

including statutes of limitations, are suspended, tolled, and extended during the 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMCRLb6PxMPI680_THFn4nqLGAty1jq9/view
https://www.jud.ct.gov/Execution_stay.pdf
https://courts.delaware.gov/forms/download.aspx?id=120318
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Sixth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03242020.pdf
https://www.dccourts.gov/coronavirus
https://www.dccourts.gov/sites/default/files/Order-Attachment-PDFs/Order-3-19-20.pdf


period of the current emergency. Such deadlines and time limits may be further 

suspended, tolled, and extended as circumstances change.” 
▪ Although the court likely does not have the authority to extend deadlines and 

time limits for non-judicial procedures such as the self storage lien law, the order 

is broadly worded, and storage operators should consult with counsel before 

proceeding with lien sales. 
▪ The COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020 appears not to 

affect self storage operators but should be reviewed closely before proceeding 

with lien sales. 

  

Florida: 

  

▪ Florida Governor issued an order, halting temporarily residential evictions.  
▪ The Florida Supreme Court issued an order that alters many court procedures 

and rules, including writs of possession until April 17, 2020.  

  

Georgia: 

  

▪ There are currently no statewide residential or commercial eviction or foreclosure 

restrictions in effect. 

  

Hawaii: 

  

▪ The Hawaii Department of Public Safety Sheriff Division announced it is 

suspending all eviction activities. This likely does not affect self storage 

operations.   

  

Idaho: 

  

http://chairmanmendelson.com/2020/04/06/final-covid-draft-temporary-act/
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-94.pdf
https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/content/download/632431/7186205/AOSC20-17.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/psd-news-release-sheriff-division-temporarily-suspends-eviction-activities/


▪ Idaho Supreme Court issued an order, halting most court proceedings except for 

emergency matters including eviction actions where the basis for eviction is that 

the unlawful delivery, production or use of a controlled substance is taking place 

on the premises. Although this order does not affect self storage lien sales, it may 

affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-payment. 

  

Illinois: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, pausing enforcement of residential evictions. 

  

Chicago: 

  

▪ The Circuit Court of Cook County announced a pause to most cases, including 

evictions, until April 15, 2020. Although this order does not affect self storage lien 

sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-

payment. 

  

Indiana: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, pausing residential evictions and foreclosures until the 

state of emergency concludes.  

  

Iowa: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, halting residential evictions and foreclosures.   

  

Kansas: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, halting temporarily residential evictions and 

foreclosures.  Paragraph 6 of the order does not explicitly limit its application to 

https://isc.idaho.gov/EO/Emergency-Reduction-Order.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/21288-Gov._Pritzker_Stay_at_Home_Order.pdf
http://www.cookcountycourt.org/home/informationregardingcoronavirus.aspx
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/EO_20-06.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Proclamation%20-%202020.03.19.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-10-Executed.pdf


residential; however, it only applies to judicial proceedings and therefore likely 

does not affect self storage lien sales. 

  

Kentucky: 

  

▪ Supreme Court of Kentucky has issued an order, halting in-person proceedings 

until April 10.  

  

Louisiana: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, suspending legal deadlines, including liberative 

prescription and preemptive periods applicable to legal proceedings in all courts, 

administrative agencies, and boards, until at least Monday, April 13, 2020, 

including, but not limited to, any such deadlines set forth by law within Title 9 of 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, Civil Code Ancillaries.  The self storage lien law is 

part of Title 9 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes. Therefore, this order may 

suspend the deadlines in the lien law, including the tenant’s deadline to pay in 

response to the lien notice. 

  

Maine: 

  

▪ Maine Supreme Court issued an order, halting most types of court cases 

including evictions and foreclosures until at least May 1. Although this order does 

not affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for 

reasons other than non-payment. 

  

Maryland: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, halting certain types of commercial evictions and 

certain types of repossessions. 

https://www.nkybar.com/resources/KENTUCKY%20COURT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20RESPONSE%20TO%20COVID-19%20EMERGENCY.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/Proc-No-30-updTED.pdf
https://www.courts.maine.gov/covid19/emergency-order-notice-revised.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Evictions-Repossessions-Foreclosure-AMENDED-4.3.20.pdf


▪ It states that to the extent any statute, rule or regulation would permit a Creditor 

to repossess any automobile, truck, or Chattel Home by self-help (including, 

without limitation, CL §§ 9-609, 12-115, 12-624, 12-1021, or 14-2008), such 

statute, rule, or regulation is hereby suspended until the state of emergency is 

terminated and the catastrophic health emergency is rescinded. 
▪ While subject to interpretation, this likely covers self storage lien sales of 

automobiles, trucks, or chattel homes. SSA members should consult with legal 

counsel before proceeding with a lien sale of those vehicles. 
▪ Governor issued an order, halting residential evictions of any tenant who can 

show that their failure to pay rent is related to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak. 

  

Baltimore County, MD: 

  

▪ At the County Executive’s request, Sheriff R. Jay Fisher has agreed to suspend 

all evictions for the duration of the state of emergency in the County. 

  

Massachusetts: 

  

▪ Massachusetts has placed restrictions on most forms of debt collection, which 

likely extends to lien notices and lien sales. While the regulations are in effect, 

operators should likely halt tenant collection efforts, aside from payment 

reminders that do not imply or threaten a lien sale. Consultation with your legal 

counsel is strongly advised. 
▪ The Massachusetts House has introduced a bill that prevents evictions as well as 

foreclosures of residential property. 

  

Cambridge, MA 

  

https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Executive-Order-Temp-Evictions-Prohibiting.pdf
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/News/coronavirus.html
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/News/coronavirus.html
https://www.mass.gov/news/ags-office-issues-emergency-regulation-to-protect-consumers-from-harmful-debt-collection
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/HD4935


▪ The City Manager issued an order stating that “no Landlord shall enforce an 

action for any reason upon a tenant in Cambridge, either residential or 

commercial, during the pendency of this Emergency Order.” 
▪ The order remains in effect until further notice. 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Cambridge should 

consult with legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

  

Danvers, MA 

  

▪ The Board of Health issued an order stating that “no landlord and/or owner shall 

enforce an eviction upon a resident of Danvers, residential or commercial, during 

this public health crisis.” 
▪ The order remains in effect until further notice. 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Danvers, and 

operators with delinquent tenants who live in Danvers, should consult with legal 

counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

Peabody, MA 

▪ The Board of Health issued an order limiting certain commercial evictions of 

essential businesses. The text of the order is not yet available. 

  

Somerville, MA 

  

▪ The Mayor ordered that “no landlord and/or owner shall enforce an eviction upon 

a resident of Somerville, residential or commercial, during this public health 

crisis.” 
▪ This Emergency Order shall remain in effect until notice is given, pursuant to the 

Board of Health’s judgment that the public health emergency no longer exists. 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Somerville, and 

operators with delinquent tenants who live in Somerville, should consult with 

legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

  

https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/citymanagersoffice/COVID19/coccovid19tempemergordevictions4320.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/danversma/uploads/2020/04/Signed-ORDER-MORATORIUM-ON-EVICTIONS-AND-OPEN-HOUSES-04-06-20.pdf
https://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/peabody-board-votes-for-temporary-stay-on-evictions/article_284dd2da-3e14-5411-b2ef-4512d6b8cb75.html
https://www.somervillema.gov/evictionmoratorium


Michigan: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, halting residential evictions until at least April 17, 2020 

for nonpayment of rent.  

  

Minnesota: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, halting temporarily evictions against residential 

tenants. 

  

Mississippi: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, suspending evictions within the state. While the order 

appears to have been intended to cover residential tenancies, paragraph 1(c) 

includes the statement “evictions with the state of Mississippi are suspended”, 

which can be read to cover commercial evictions such as self storage lien sales. 

Self storage operators should review the order carefully and consult with legal 

counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 
▪ For further information from the Mississippi court system, check back here. 

  

Missouri: 

  

▪ Missouri Supreme Court issued an order, halting all in person court proceedings.  

  

Montana: 

  

▪ Montana Supreme Court issued a memorandum to all courts in the state, 

recommending that virtually all cases be postponed but ultimately leaving that to 

individual courts to decide. Although this order does not affect self storage lien 

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522509--,00.html
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-14%20Filed_tcm1055-424508.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/content/executiveorders/ExecutiveOrders/1466.pdf
https://courts.ms.gov/news/news.php
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=153093
https://courts.mt.gov/Portals/189/docs/COVID-19%203-17.pdf


sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-

payment. 
▪ Montana Governor issued an order, limiting residential foreclosures and 

evictions. Per the order, it does not cover “property rented for commercial 

business use.” 

  

Nebraska: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, stopping temporarily residential evictions.  

  

Nevada: 

  

▪ On March 29, Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak issued an executive order barring 

lockouts as well as commercial evictions and foreclosures. The order also 

prohibits landlords from charging late fees for nonpayment. The order took 

effective immediately and will remain in effect until further notice. 
▪ While the Governor’s order is in effect, Nevada operators are strongly 

encouraged to communicate with their legal counsel before locking out tenants 

(including overlocking units or suspending gate access), imposing late fees, or 

conducting lien sales. 
▪ The order provides only narrow exceptions to the bans on evictions and 

foreclosures. First, the order “does not prohibit the eviction of persons who 

seriously endanger the public or other residents, engage in criminal activity, or 

cause significant damage to the property.” Second, the order does not prohibit 

“the continuation of any eviction or foreclosure action or proceeding predating” 

the Governor’s March 12 declaration of emergency. 

  

New Hampshire: 

  

▪ New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu has issued an order banning all non-

judicial foreclosure actions in the state until further notice. Self storage lien sales 

https://covid19.mt.gov/Portals/223/Documents/Evictions%20Foreclosures%20and%20Utilities.pdf?ver=2020-03-31-173032-787
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kci7kheh31ffhfi/EO%2020-07%20-%20Temporary%20Residential%20Eviction%20Relief%20.pdf?dl=0
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Directive-008-Guidance-Release-Directive-Final.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/press-2020/documents/emergency-order-4.pdf


are a type of non-judicial foreclosure. Therefore, the order may ban self storage 

lien sales. Self storage owners and operators in New Hampshire are urged to 

consult with their legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales in the state. 

  

New Jersey: 

  

▪ Governor on March 19 issued an order, pausing residential evictions and 

foreclosures for 60 days. 

  

Newark, NJ 

▪ Mayor on March 15 announced a 60-day moratorium on evictions. The Mayor’s 

order is not available online. We are trying to locate a copy. 

  

New Mexico: 

  

▪ State has issued an order, halting residential evictions indefinitely. 

  

Santa Fe: 

  

▪ Santa Fe Mayor issued an order, stopping residential and commercial eviction 

indefinitely. The Mayor is prohibiting the eviction of residential and commercial 

property tenants who, because of the public health emergency, are unable to pay 

rent on time. This likely affects self storage operators. 

  

New York: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, implementing a 90-day suspension of all commercial 

and residential evictions.  This includes New York City. Self storage operators in 

New York should consult with their legal counsel before sending notices or 

proceeding with any lien sales. 

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-106.pdf
https://nmcourts.gov/covid-19.aspx
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/555911/State_of_Emergency_Extension__Signed_.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-new-york-state-pause-executive-order


  

North Carolina: 

  

▪ Supreme Court of North Carolina issued an order, pausing eviction and 

foreclosure cases for thirty days.  Although this order does not affect self storage 

lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-

payment. 

  

North Dakota: 

  

▪ North Dakota Supreme Court issued an order, pausing temporarily residential 

evictions.  
▪ Additionally, several other individual courts have elected to close or significantly 

reduce operations. For a full list, click here. 
▪ Although this order does not affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability 

to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-payment. 

  

Ohio: 

  

▪ There is no statewide eviction moratorium in place currently. 

  

Oklahoma: 

  

▪ Oklahoma Supreme Court issued an order, halting temporarily all deadlines and 

procedures whether prescribed by statute, rule or order in any civil, juvenile or 

criminal case, through May 15, 2020. This suspension also applies to appellate 

rules and procedures for the Supreme Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, and 

the Court of Civil Appeals. In any civil case, the statute of limitations shall be 

extended through May 15, 2020. Although this order does not affect self storage 

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/Coronavirus-Update-for-our-Courts-Memo-to-Judicial-Officials-3-15-20.pdf?Tuzuse0oAnyFyzogb4eejpcawxCrf4kl
https://www.ndcourts.gov/supreme-court/dockets/20200107/3
https://www.ndcourts.gov/news/north-dakota/counties/counties-respond-to-coronavirus-emergency
https://www.oscn.net/news/2003271403/scad-no-202029


lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons other than non-

payment. 

  

Oregon: 

  

▪ Oregon Governor Kate Brown issued an order prohibiting non-residential 

evictions for nonpayment caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The order is 

worded broadly and appears to apply to self storage lien sales. 

  

The order does not apply to evictions for reasons other than nonpayment, such as a 
tenant living in a storage unit. 

  

The order’s protection from eviction applies if a tenant “provides the landlord, within 30 
calendar days of unpaid rent being due, with documentation or other evidence that 
nonpayment is caused by, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, the COVID-19 
pandemic” The order states that acceptable documentation or other evidence includes, 
but is not limited to, proof of loss of income due to any governmental restrictions 
imposed to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

  

The order also prohibits late fees or other penalties arising from nonpayment. 

  

Finally, the order does not relieve a tenant of the obligation to pay rent and requires that 
the tenant make partial rent payments to the extent the tenant is financially able to do 
so. The order remains in effect until June 30, unless extended or terminated earlier by 
the Governor. 

Clackamas County, OR 

▪ The County Board ordered a temporary moratorium on residential and 

commercial evictions for nonpayment of rent based on tenant’s inability to pay 

rent due to loss of income attributed to COVID-19. 
▪ The Board also ordered that “the value of goods and services sold within 

Clackamas County may not exceed the prices ordinarily charged for comparable 

goods and services in the same market area at, or immediately before, the time 

of the declared emergency. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Zxk3AeI_0wOuxEUSwPiQ91r233Z5fgiYsRnwl1hQLW1A3vyiRx7x6Em9RJUbMTVJw9xgio2htd5jmiwXFU56DcXneO-IsStcGoMWjxNwFFBm53iVEcp0VvRoTOjWMGfRzhbDWNdDvmxZRcOI2tniqZYSvs_J_7647ZQCbhF6lidutbjvLphBza6vI5yNV7SJpHe_OIjVVK3cY2G1XYDkcA==&c=wC3kmQYOd4hbacV0-SuIwQ_uzdzU8Y0Qpak6RvljNWycCd6kVFCWwg==&ch=A5E4lI1OTiCMie1nnNwhlnW0gHrfJjLGjDPPji-F2Ot6qXWpD3BFTA==
https://dochub.clackamas.us/documents/drupal/530a6c90-8794-439e-9f1c-ec6f6bca887f


▪ This pricing restriction is more restrictive than state law. 
▪ The order remains in effect until June 30. 
▪ Self storage operators in the county should consult with their legal counsel before 

raising rents or conducting lien sales. 

  

Hillsboro, OR 

  

▪ The City Council ordered that “a temporary moratorium on residential and 

commercial evictions within the City of Hillsboro is necessary for the protection of 

life or property and to prevent or minimize danger to lives and property.” 
▪ The order remains in effect until further notice. 
▪ Self storage operators in Hillsboro should consult with their legal counsel before 

conducting lien sales. 

  

Pennsylvania: 

  

▪ The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has issued an order, closing all courts. The 

Court’s Order also directs that, during the period of judicial emergency, no 

eviction, ejectment or other displacement from a residence based on failure to 

make payment can be made. 

  

Rhode Island: 

  

▪ Governor announced an order “Evictions: State courts will not process any 

residential or commercial evictions for the next thirty days. Payment and filing 

deadlines have also been extended past April 17.” Although this order does not 

affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a tenant for reasons 

other than non-payment. 

South Carolina: 

  

https://hillsboro-oregon.civicweb.net/document/17506/Resolution%20No.%202659.pdf?handle=8018E1D199394556AA313635913431FB
http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/news/?Article=1018
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/37970


▪ South Carolina Chief Justice Don Beatty issued an order, stating “that all 

evictions currently ordered and scheduled statewide from March 17, 2020, 

through March 31, 2020, shall be rescheduled for a date not earlier than May 1, 

2020.  However, case-by-case exceptions for evictions may be made for matters 

that involve essential services and/or harm to person or property.” Although this 

order does not affect self storage lien sales, it may affect the ability to evict a 

tenant for reasons other than non-payment. 

  

South Dakota: 

  

▪ South Dakota has not imposed an eviction or foreclosure moratorium on 

commercial properties. Check back here for additional information as well 

as here.  

  

Tennessee: 

  

▪ The Tennessee Supreme Court has issued an order, suspending in person court 

sessions, including any action to effectuate an eviction, ejectment, or other 

displacement from a residence during the effective dates of this order based 

upon the failure to make a rent, loan, or other similar payment absent 

extraordinary circumstances as determined by a judge in a court of competent 

jurisdiction. 

  

Texas: 

  

▪ The Texas Supreme Court issued an order, halting temporarily all residential 

evictions until at least April 19, 2020. 

  

Austin, TX 

  

https://www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/displayOrder.cfm?orderNo=2020-03-17-02
https://ujs.sd.gov/
https://sdsos.gov/general-information/executive-actions/executive-orders/search/Default.aspx
https://www.tncourts.gov/sites/default/files/docs/order_-_2020-03-25t120936.486.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1446203/209045.pdf


▪ The Austin City Council imposed additional requirements before proceeding with 

an eviction for non-payment. This appears to apply only to judicial evictions, not 

to self storage lien sales, but operators in Austin are encouraged to review the 

ordinance and consult with counsel. 

  

Bexar County, TX 

  

▪ Bexar County ordered that “Bexar County rental property orders temporarily 

suspend evictions for at least the next 30 days to prevent renters from being 

displaced to the public health emergency.” 
▪ The order also states that “foreclosure proceedings within Bexar County be 

temporarily suspended for at least the next 30 days to prevent the displacement 

of occupants during the public health emergency.” 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Bexar County should 

consult with legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

  

Utah: 

  

▪ Utah Governor issued an order, halting temporarily residential evictions if 

nonpayment relates to a COVID-19 issue.  

  

Vermont: 

  

▪ Vermont Supreme Court issued an order, halting temporarily all non-emergency 

proceedings – including evictions. 
▪ The Vermont House of Representatives and Senate are working on a bill that 

would institute a moratorium on evictions during the COVID-19 declared state of 

emergency. 

  

Virginia: 

  

https://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=338086
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DIvfcaMeSeUhfNmzr-3Cwo3DyZQZIO2l/view
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/AO%2049%20-%20Declaration%20of%20Judicial%20Emergency%20and%20Changes%20to%20Court%20Procedures%20with%20amendments%20through%203-25-20.pdf


▪ The Supreme Court of Virginia has suspended all non-essential, non-emergency 

proceedings, including new residential evictions. 

  

Washington: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, preventing evictions of residential tenants for at least 

30 days. 
▪ The Spokane County Superior Court ordered that “All Unlawful Detainer evictions 

previously ordered are stayed until April 27, 2020.” 

  

  

Ocean Shores, WA 

  

▪ Mayor imposed a moratorium on small business and nonprofit tenant evictions 

for non-payment of rent or due to the expiration of the lease’s term until the 

earlier of the termination of the civil emergency declared in the Proclamation of 

Civil Emergency dated March 13, 2020 or June 1, 2020. 
▪ Small business means any business entity, including a sole proprietorship, 

corporation, partnership, or other legal entity, that is owned and operated 

independently from all other businesses, and that has fifty or fewer employees 

per establishment or premises. 
▪ During this moratorium, an owner of property shall not enforce a contract or 

statutory remedy under a lease that would remove a small business or nonprofit 

tenant from its premises. These prohibited remedies include, but are not limited 

to, terminating the tenant’s lease or terminating the tenant’s right to possession of 

the premises. 
▪ During this moratorium, an owner of property also shall endeavor to enter into a 

payment plan, or other workout agreement to assist a distressed small business 

or nonprofit in rent relief, including but not limited to the deferred payment of rent, 

discount to rent, or other strategies to address the economic disruption caused 

by the COVID-19 civil emergency. 

http://www.courts.state.va.us/news/items/covid/2020_0317_supreme_court_of_virginia.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-19%20-%20COVID-19%20Moratorium%20on%20Evictions%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://www.spokanecounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/30498/Emergency-Order-Re-COVID-2
https://oceanshores.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/57343


▪ No small business or nonprofit tenant shall incur late fees, interest, or other 

charges due to late payment of rent during the moratorium. 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Ocean Shores 

should consult with legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

  

Seattle, WA: 

  

▪ Mayor imposed a moratorium on small business and nonprofit tenant evictions 

for non-payment of rent or due to the expiration of the lease’s term until the 

earlier of the termination of the civil emergency declared in the Proclamation of 

Civil Emergency dated March 3, 2020 or May 16, 2020. 
▪ Small business means any business entity, including a sole proprietorship, 

corporation, partnership, or other legal entity, that is owned and operated 

independently from all other businesses, and that has fifty or fewer employees 

per establishment or premises. 
▪ During this moratorium, an owner of property shall not enforce a contract or 

statutory remedy under a lease that would remove a small business or nonprofit 

tenant from its premises. These prohibited remedies include, but are not limited 

to, terminating the tenant’s lease or terminating the tenant’s right to possession of 

the premises. 
▪ During this moratorium, an owner of property also shall endeavor to enter into a 

payment plan, or other workout agreement to assist a distressed small business 

or nonprofit in rent relief, including but not limited to the deferred payment of rent, 

discount to rent, or other strategies to address the economic disruption caused 

by the COVID-19 civil emergency. 
▪ No small business or nonprofit tenant shall incur late fees, interest, or other 

charges due to late payment of rent during the moratorium. 
▪ This order likely affects self storage lien sales. Operators in Seattle should 

consult with legal counsel before proceeding with any lien sales. 

  

Spokane, WA 

https://durkan.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/03/Civil-Emergency-Order-Moratorium-on-Small-Business-Tenant-Evictions-3.17.20.pdf


  

▪ The Mayor ordered a moratorium on residential and commercial evictions. 
▪ While this moratorium is in effect, a lessor of residential or commercial real 

property in the city of Spokane shall not initiate  an  unlawful  detainer  action,  

issue  a  notice  of  termination,  or  otherwise  act  on  any  termination  notice, 

including any action or notice related to a residential or commercial rental 

agreement that has expired or will expire during the effective date of this 

moratorium, unless the unlawful detainer action or action on a termination notice 

is due to actions by the tenant constituting an imminent threat of damage to the 

property or to the health or safety of neighbors, the landlord, commercial lessor, 

or the  tenant’s or landlord’s household members. 
▪ No late fees or other charges due to late payment of rent shall accrue during the 

moratorium. 
▪ Nothing in this ordinance prohibits a commercial lessor or landlord from seeking 

a no contact and/or exclusion order against any person who presents a 

significant threat to the health and safety of others or is likely to damage the 

property. 
▪ The moratorium remains in effect until April 31, 2020. 

  

▪ The Mayor also ordered a moratorium on all foreclosure actions, including 

notices of default, for properties located in the City of Spokane, except for those 

foreclosures based on a financial instrument entered into after the signing of this 

Amended Declaration of Emergency. 
▪ These orders likely affect self storage lien sales and eviction actions. Operators 

in Spokane should consult with legal counsel before proceeding with any lien 

sales or eviction actions. 

  

West Virginia: 

  

▪ No statewide commercial eviction moratorium is currently in place. 

  

https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/officialgazettes/2020/03/official-gazette-2020-03-25.pdf
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/officialgazettes/2020/03/official-gazette-2020-03-25.pdf


Wisconsin: 

  

▪ Governor issued an order, instituting a temporary ban on evictions and 

foreclosures. Among other provisions, it states “landlords are prohibited from 

serving any notice terminating a tenancy for failure to pay rent.” This provision 

may affect notices required to be sent by the lien law. This provision likely means 

that only sales for which notices were provided prior to the effective date of this 

order may proceed, if an individual operator desires to do so. All other sales 

should likely halt until the order is lifted. Consultation with your legal counsel is 

strongly advised. 

  

Wyoming: 

  

▪ Wyoming issued an order, that all in-person proceedings in all Circuit and District 

Courts and the Supreme Court in Wyoming should be suspended from the close 

of business on March 18, 2020 to May 31, 2020. 
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